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1. INTRODUCTION 

Wind Prospect is a leading and successful independent renewable energy company with 

other 18 years experience in UK, Ireland, Australia, North America and China. 

This Non-Technical Summary (NTS) summarises the content and conclusions contained 

within the Environmental Statement (ES), which has been produced in accordance with the 

Town and Country Planning Environmental Impact Assessment (England and Wales) 

Regulations 1999.  The aim of the ES is to provide a description of the proposed 

development, to identify and assess potential environmental impacts, and to determine 

which impacts are considered to be ‚significant‛.   

Statutory and other consultees were referred to for information and guidance during the 

development of the proposal and the preparation of the ES.   

To produce the ES an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was undertaken.  The 

external consultants who contributed to the EIA were RSK Environment Ltd (landscape & 

cultural heritage), Baker Shepherd Gillespie (Ecology), Hayes McKenzie (noise), HR 

Wallingford (hydrology & hydrogeology), Wind Power Aviation Consultants (Aviation). 

 

2. THE KING’S STREET WIND FARM PROPOSAL 

The proposed development is a wind farm consisting of six wind turbines and foundations, 

anemometer mast, underground cable network, crane hardstandings, access tracks, 

temporary construction compound, switchgear house and associated infrastructure.  The 

wind farm, which is designed to be operated and monitored remotely, would have an 

installed generating capacity of 12MW. 

The site would be located within agricultural land approximately 3.5km north west of 

Wheaton Aston, 10km west of Penkridge, 11km north east of Telford and 11km south west 

of Stafford.   Figure 1.1 of this volume shows the site location and regional context of the 

proposal.   

The turbine type proposed for the development is the REpower MM92 2MW, or similar 

turbine model.  Each proposed turbine has a maximum height of 126m to blade tip.  These 

are typical wind turbines of their type; alternative turbines from other manufacturers would 

be very similar in appearance, size and in all other major characteristics.   

It is anticipated that the electrical grid connection would be via underground cable from the 

proposed switchgear house to the substation at Gnosall, or an alternative location to be 

agreed with the Distribution Network Operator.  However the exact point of grid connection 

will be determined by DNO when a separate application for grid connection is made.     

Following a detailed geotechnical investigation, a gravity or piled design for the turbine 

foundations will be used. 
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An area of hardstanding adjacent to each turbine and the anemometer mast will be 

constructed to accommodate the cranes required for installation and maintenance of the 

turbines and anemometer mast. 

A total of approximately 3.3km of internal access tracks will be required for the proposed 

development.  Each track would be a minimum of 5m wide and would lead into the areas of 

hardstanding adjacent to each turbine.  The proposed straight mile bypass is approximately 

1.6km in length, which would be constructed due to the narrowness of the road between 

Lower Brockhurst and the junction south of New House Farm.  

A temporary construction compound, adjacent to the site entrance, would be used for the 

storage of materials, plant and equipment as well as providing welfare and office facilities.  

Once the construction of the wind farm has been completed, the compound would be 

removed, and the land reinstated. 

An 80m anemometry mast will be erected to provide information for the control and 

monitoring of the wind turbines. 

The wind farm construction would take approximately nine to twelve months to complete.  

Prior to commencement of construction, a number of enabling works would be undertaken 

such as geotechnical ground investigations.  Construction works would comply with the 

requirements of a Construction Method Statement. 

Once the turbines are in operation, they would be monitored remotely and the site would 

not be staffed.  Maintenance personnel would make routine visits by car or light van 

approximately once a month, with intermediate visits as and when necessary.  Major 

planned maintenance would be carried out approximately twice a year.  This would involve 

one maintenance van on site for approximately three weeks. 

King’s Street Wind Farm would have an operational life of approximately 25 years, after 

which the development would be decommissioned and the land reinstated to its former 

agricultural use.   

 

3. THE NEED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 

The current drive to increase the use of renewable energy sources is rooted in the 

recognition that the burning of fossil fuels is a major contributor to the emission of 

greenhouse gases, the primary cause of global climate change. 

The IPCC (2007) concludes that there is now indisputable evidence that human activities 

since 1750 have warmed the climate. 

Strong and effective policies to encourage the development of renewables have been 

introduced at International, European and National Levels, cascading down through the 

planning system to the local level. 
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The Renewable Energy Directive (RED) 2009 imposes an EU-wide target for 20% of total 

energy within the EU to come from renewable sources by 2020.  Under the RED the UK’s 

target share of energy to be sourced from renewable is 15% by 2020.  In 2005 the UK sourced 

1.3% of its energy from renewables, which means that the UK has the largest percentage 

increase to meet its 2020 target of 15%.   

The introduction of the Climate Change Act (2008) commits the UK to reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions by at least 80% below 1990 levels by 2050 and reducing carbon dioxide 

emissions by at least 26% by 2020.   

Local policies are in place which support the growth of energy generation from renewable 

sources.  The South Staffordshire Local Plan, South Staffordshire Local Development Framework 

and the Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Structure Plan 1996-2011 are looked at in detail within 

the Planning Appraisal which supports this Environmental Statement. 

The proposed 12MW King’s Street Wind Farm development represents a contribution to 

national and regional targets.  It would generate approximately 28,908 megawatt hours per 

year on average, enough to meet the equivalent domestic needs of approximately 6585 

homes.  In terms of carbon savings, based on the current grid mix it is estimated that the 

scheme would avoid the emission of approximately 15,755 tonnes of carbon dioxide per 

year.   

Further benefits of the proposed wind farm come from generating electricity close to where 

it is consumed and thus avoiding losses in the distribution and transmission systems, and in 

contribution to the security of the UK’s energy supply.   

 

4. PLANNING THE DEVELOPMENT 

The design of The King’s Street Wind Farm has been an evolving process and reflects the 

assessments conducted as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).   

The strategic site selection and site reassessment process determined the location of the 

proposal to be a potentially viable site for a wind energy development.  

A range of factors were considered during the development of this proposal including: 

 Proximity to residential properties; 

 Designated areas of national and local importance and all aspects of 

landscape, nature conservation, archaeology and heritage; 

 Ecological Values; 

 General Ground Conditions; 

 Access; 

 Potential impact on Ministry of Defence or Civil Aviation Authority 

operations; 

 Capacity to work within and ease of connection to the electricity distribution 

network; 
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 Suitable wind resource; and 

 Availability of the land. 

The site was then analysed in relation to the operational, environmental and safety 

requirements of each element of a wind farm development, leading to the preferred design. 

Local community consultation was undertaken during the site development.  This included 

a dedicated project website and the delivery of over 1500 newsletters to local households, 

which included information about the proposal and an invitation to attend a Public 

Exhibition.  In total approximately 100 people attended the King’s Street Public Exhibition in 

June 2009, enabling people to ask questions, provide constructive feedback and state their 

views on the proposal.   

 

5. TRANSPORT AND ACCESS 

Site access during construction and decommissioning would be gained via the A5 and two 

unclassified roads, leading to Blymhill and Brineton and eventually to the site itself.   

Following analysis of the access route from the A5 to site, both blade and nacelle 

transporters can be accommodated subject to highway improvements, which would be 

undertaken in consultation and agreement with the relevant highways (and/or other) 

authorities.  The majority of this improvement work would be minor/moderate, with one 

major proposal as below. 

A new tarmac stretch of road running on private land parallel to the stretch of public 

highway referred to as the ‚straight mile‛ is proposed.  The straight mile itself is narrow and 

lined with mature Oak trees which would require extensive works to allow large vehicles to 

pass.  The local community has expressed concern about the disruption caused by works on 

this section, with regard to traffic movement as well as ecological impacts.  This bypass 

prevents the straight mile being altered; the landowners will also look at potentially routing 

other agricultural traffic down this road to relieve existing pressure on the straight mile. 

The construction of the wind farm would be completed over a period of approximately nine 

to twelve months.  The most significant impacts would most likely occur during the 

construction phase of the wind farm.  During the turbine component delivery period, the 

long slow loads may interrupt the flow of traffic along the unclassified roads leading to the 

site.  It is recognised that residents on the access route will be impacted by the proposed 

scheme.  Mitigation measures, such as restricted delivery hours, temporary speed limits for 

construction vehicles, structural surveys of properties and video surveys of the access route 

prior to works commencing such that any resulting damage can be rectified, can be adopted 

in an effort to reduce this.  It is noted that residual impacts would still be significant after the 

outlined mitigation.   

The short term impact of construction traffic would be mitigated by the adoption of specific 

timetabling, routing and other control measures to be agreed with the highways (and/or 

other) authorities.  
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6. LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL 

For the landscape and visual assessment a 35km radius study area from the proposal has 

been studied in the context of existing operational wind farm developments.  Regarding the 

King’s Street Wind Farm specifically, the focus of the study has been concentrated within a 

15km radius from the development.   

EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE FABRIC 

There will be some temporary landscape and visual effects upon the landscape fabric of the 

surrounding area, such as the removal of hedging and nine trees on the construction route 

and areas of grassland for constructing the wind farm itself.  With appropriate restoration, 

such as reinstating hedges via hedge shunting, these activities are not considered to give rise 

to any residual effects.   

The six turbines and anemometer mast are the main elements of the proposed wind farm 

that will be visible from the surrounding area, and therefore have the potential to affect the 

landscape character of the study area.   

EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

The turbines would introduce tall, moving structures which are not characteristic of the 

current site landscape.  The effects of this are deemed to be ‘significant’ only in the 

immediate proximity to the site, or those areas further away with a greater elevation. 

The site is located within the Ancient Clay Farmland Landscape Character Type, in which 

‘significant’ effects are likely to occur in the immediate landscape setting (0-2km radius from 

the site).  ‘Significant’ effects on landscape character are not predicted to occur in the local 

setting (3-12km), and in the wider landscape (12-35km) effects would be seen as turbines 

being a minor inconspicuous feature.   

EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS 

There are two national landscape designations within the study area, the Cannock Chase 

and Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  With the closest point 

being at a distance of approximately 14km, no significant effects are predicted for either of 

these areas. 

There are six Registered Park and Garden Landscapes (RPGL’s) in the local area, but none 

are present within the immediate setting of the proposed development (within 2km).  Due to 

heavy visual screening, and the distances between the RPGL’s and the wind farm site, no 

‘significant’ effects are predicted. 

EFFECTS ON VISUAL AMENITY 

There will be a variety of visual receptors (for example, local residents) potentially affected 

by the proposed development, with ‘significant’ effects mainly occurring in close proximity 

(3km) to the site.  Figure 1.2 is an example of a photomontage within this distance, from 

0.6km.   
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Certain linear receptors have been included in the assessment, such as trunk roads, strategic 

footpaths and canals.  Views are limited from all of these receptors due to continuous and 

effective screening, except from The Sabrina Way which was identified as being subject to 

‘significant’ visual effects.  This was mainly due to the route passing in close proximity to 

the development.   

It is unlikely that a proposal to site a new wind energy development in the UK would not 

result in some ‘significant’ effects on the landscape character, and visual amenity of the 

immediate locality.  However, ‘significant’ visual effects are not necessarily unacceptably 

adverse.   

ACCEPTABILITY OF SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS 

The polarisation of public opinion on wind energy is such that it is difficult to define 

‘significant’ changed to views as directly beneficial or adverse.  Those who see wind 

turbines as clean and aesthetically pleasing might see the addition of wind turbines to their 

view as beneficial, while those who consider them to be inefficient and an industrialisation 

of the countryside are likely to see them as an adverse addition to their view.   

In the interests of presenting a ‘worst case scenario’, the effects of the proposed development 

are assessed from the stand point that they will be adverse.   

EFFECTS ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 

A residential property assessment within 2.5km (totalling 135 properties) was conducted, 

focussing on the quality and likely receptor experience of the existing view.  Five properties 

were considered to have potentially significant effects.  Two of these would be screened in 

summer months by vegetation, thereby reducing significance.   

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The landscape and visual impact of King’s Street Wind Farm has also been assessed with the 

addition of the recently approved Rodbaston College wind turbines.  The assessment 

concluded that due to distance, aspect and topographical screening effects restricting 

cumulative views, the effects of the King’s Street Wind Farm in combination with the 

baseline Rodbaston College wind turbines will not be ‘significant’. 

  After the time of conducting the cumulative assessment, the Rodbaston College scheme 

was refused at the local level, a decision which has been appealed by the developer.  At the 

time of writing the final outcome of this development is unknown.   

SHADOW FLICKER ASSESSMENT 

Potential residential amenity effects of a wind farm can include the occurrence of shadow 

flicker, which may arise when the sun passes behind a moving wind turbine rotor and casts 

an intermittent shadow over nearby windows. 

A computer model has shown the potential for some shadow flicker impacts to occur at a 

small number of houses which are located within the immediate setting of the proposed 
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development.  These are theoretical effects, given that the sun is not always shining and the 

wind turbines would not always be facing the sun.  Therefore, the effects have been 

overstated.   

  Notwithstanding this, to ensure that shadow flicker is not an issue, shadow flicker 

delimiters would be installed on each wind turbine.   

 

7. ECOLOGY 

An ecological assessment, including ornithology, of the proposed wind farm site was 

undertaken as part of the EIA.  Baseline data on habitats and species and the general 

ecological resource was obtained from desk-based studies and a series of onsite surveys.   

  Statutory and non-statutory designated sites – There are no statutory or non statutory 

designated sites within the proposed development.  Motty Meadows (SSSI/SAC) is located 

within 3km, Aqualate Mere (SSSI/NNR) lies approximately 5.5km and Belvede Reservoir 

(SSSI) is located approximately 6.5km away.  These areas are sufficiently far away from the 

proposed development that adverse impacts are considered unlikely.   

The main habitats on the proposed development site are arable land and grassland.  

Although a small area of land will be lost due to the development, the impact on these 

habitats is considered not to be significant.  A number of water courses will be crossed by 

the access track, however with appropriate work and culverting, impact on these would be 

small and significant at the site level only.  Impact on ponds caused by the proposed 

development is considered to be negligible.     

Most of the fields around the site and along the access route are bordered with mature 

hedgerows, which occasionally contain mature or semi-mature trees.  Sections of hedgerow 

and a number of trees would require removing in order to facilitate the development, and a 

full Arboricultural Implications Assessment has been conducted to assess the extent of 

works required and to outline sufficient mitigation.  A bypass has been proposed to avoid 

routing construction traffic down the ‘straight mile’, this has been routed to avoid impacting 

on trees and hedgerows where possible.     

The removal of hedgerows would cause a negative effect at the site level, however with the 

suggested mitigation in place, such as reinstatement of hedgerows, there would be no 

significant residual effects. 

The removal of trees would cause a negative effect at the site level, however with the 

suggested mitigation, such as tree replanting, in place there would be no significant residual 

effects. 

Great crested newts – Evidence of Great crested newts was found in ponds on the proposed 

site and along the proposed straight mile bypass, at distances of 260m and 85m, from 

proposed construction activity.  It is considered possible that Great crested newts could be 

present in a corridor along the proposed bypass and within the area of the proposed 

development affected by the construction of turbine 6 and its access track.  It is considered 
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that impacts resulting from loss of habitat would be negligible.  Construction of turbine 6, its 

access track and the straight mile bypass is considered to have a significant impact.  

However due to the affected habitat being sub-optimal for newts and that the ponds 

themselves will not be affected this impact will be significant at the site level only.  Along 

the highway access route from the A5, there is a low potential for Great crested newts to be 

present in the sections of hedgerows that are to be removed.  As such any impact would be 

significant at the site level only.   

Mitigation measures to protect any newts would include survey work prior to construction 

activities taking place.  If newts are found, operations would cease immediately and an EPS 

licence would be sought.  If a survey is not possible, work would be carried out under the 

assumption that great crested newts might be present.  Work will be carried out outside the 

winter months to avoid disturbing vulnerable hibernating newts.      

With such mitigation in place during the construction phase, it is considered that impacts on 

Great crested newts will not be significant. 

Bats – Surveys carried out included walked transects, static bat detectors and driven 

transects between April and October 2008.   

During the construction phase of the proposed development, impacts could arise on bats 

through the severance of commuting routes in the form of hedgerow loss, and through 

disturbance during construction works.  It is considered that impacts during this phase 

would be negligible.  Whilst impacts can also occur during the operational phase of the 

wind farm such as collisions, these impacts have been mitigated against by placing turbines 

away from hedgerows and key areas where foraging was recorded.  Bat monitoring will 

take place post construction in agreement with Natural England. 

During site surveys, no evidence of water voles was recorded, however it may be possible 

for the area to become colonised prior to construction – as such the area will be re-surveyed 

before construction takes place.  Brown hare were noted on the site, however due to their 

mobility and large home range, impacts of disturbance would be low.   

Birds – In order to assess the ornithological impact that the proposed development would 

have, breeding bird and vantage point surveys were conducted, during 2008 and 2009.  A 

total of 55 species were identified during the breeding bird survey, and 77 during the 

vantage point survey. 

The proposed construction phase would potentially involve the loss of nesting and foraging 

habitat of breeding birds.  However if all mitigation measures are followed effects would be 

reduced and significant at a site level only.   

It was identified that the impact on breeding birds resulting from the operation of the 

turbines would be negative, although short term as only a small proportion of the farmland 

would be affected by the turbines.  The breeding bird species considered to be at risk at the 

proposed site are the ground-nesting lapwing, curlew, skylark and grey partridge.  

Mitigation against impacts to breeding birds would take the form of any hedge clearance 

being undertaken outside of the breeding bird season.  Where this is not possible, any nests 
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found would be left undisturbed until young have fledged.  All effort would be made to 

install turbines outside of the core breeding season.  Different species are more at risk of 

collision with the turbines than others are.  Of all the target species observed during the 

vantage point survey, four were identified as potentially being significantly impacted on at 

the site level with only one at the local level.  Wide gaps between the turbines and a 

breeding waders programme negates the need for further mitigation work. 

At the decommissioning phase it is concluded that no significant impacts to birds would 

occur. 

 

 

8. CULTURAL HERITAGE 

A desk-based assessment and field surveys examined the effect of the proposed wind farm 

on the archaeological resource of the area. 

The study area was split into two, with study area A extending up to 1km from the turbines, 

to include the footprint of the proposed development.  Study area B extended to 15km from 

the turbines, to identify the indirect impacts on defined heritage receptors.   

STUDY AREA A  

No Conservation Areas, Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Listed Buildings, or Registered 

Parks & Gardens were found within the 1km study zone. 

Ten non-scheduled archaeological sites were recorded, six medieval sites with four of these 

comprising of Ridge and Furrow, the village of Little Onn and a former road system 

formally thought to be a possible moated site. 

STUDY AREA B 

Five conservation areas were found within 5km from the wind turbines.  There are 62 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments within the 15km study area, of which six were within 5km 

of the development.  Seven Grade II Listed Buildings were found within 2km of the 

proposed development with a further 100 Grade II Listed Buildings within 3-5km of the 

proposed development.  There are 91 Grade I and II* listed buildings within 15kim of the 

Study Area, of which none are within 2km of the proposal.  There are no Battlefields or 

World Heritage Sites within 15km of the study area.  Seven Registered Historic Parks and 

Gardens (five are Grade II and two are Grade II*) are within 15km of the proposed 

development. 

DIRECT IMPACTS 

Potential direct impacts from the proposed King’s Street Wind Farm include: 

 Excavation of temporary construction compound and access tracks; 

 Excavation of turbine foundations; 
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 Excavation of permanent access tracks; 

 Excavation of service trenches, cable routes and substation sites.    

There are ten sites of known archaeological interest within 1km of the Study Area, and only 

two is within any of the areas of proposed works.   

To mitigate these issues, it is proposed that an archaeological watching brief is undertaken 

during development, to safeguard against the potential for identifying previously 

unrecorded archaeological remains.   

 

INDIRECT IMPACTS 

Potential indirect impacts from the proposed King’s Street Wind Farm include: 

 Noise, flicker and sound, during the operational phase of the wind farm; 

 Interruption of site lines and monument intervisibility, and 

 Views into and out of the area of interest. 

265 heritage sites were identified as having potential for indirect impacts from the proposed 

King’s Street Wind Farm.   

The significance of impact has not been identified for any of the above receptors as being 

significant or very significant, and as such required no further mitigation, in addition to the 

siting of the wind turbines away from protected features.     

 

9. NOISE 

An independent noise consultant was appointed to complete a survey of background noise 

in the vicinity of the proposed King’s Street Wind Farm. The levels of noise likely to occur at 

local residential properties as a result of the operation of the turbines could then be 

calculated, and the environmental implications considered.  

The results were assessed against the guidelines available for wind energy developments, 

including PPG24 ‚Planning and Noise‛ and PPS22 ‚Renewable Energy‛. Particular attention 

is paid to the ETSU-R-97 report ‚The Assessment and Rating of Noise from Wind Farms‛ 

and the latest onshore wind energy planning conditions guidance note (RAB, the 

Renewables Advisory Board and BERR, the Department for Business Enterprise and 

Regulatory Reform).  

When using both neutral wind shear conditions and the representative wind shear 

conditions as outlined in the main report, operational wind turbine noise will meet the 

requirements of ETSU-R-97 at all times of day for all the receptors included in the 

assessment.  Assessments are based upon a worst case scenario and the noise levels from the 

wind turbines are unlikely to reach these levels. 
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The ETSU recommendations for limiting noise from wind farms, which would restrict the 

noise emissions in terms of LA90,10min values to no more than 5dB above background levels, 

would be met by the proposed King’s Street Wind Farm. 

Construction activities will not adversely affect the amenity of local residents, since this 

would be carried out in accordance with the relevant environmental standards.   

In conclusion, predicted noise levels associated with the wind farm is not predicted to be 

detrimental to the amenity of local residents.   

 

 

10. HYDROGEOLOGY 

This chapter is a summary of the report that assesses the potential effects of the proposed 

wind farm on geological, hydrogeological and hydrological conditions. Potential impacts 

were identified and assessed based on available data and literature reviewed. The 

significance of the impacts was subsequently determined based on the magnitude and the 

sensitivity of the site, and the type and the scale of mitigation needed. This included 

management and monitoring measures required to minimise the risk of residual impacts. 

The following key issues were considered: 

 Modifications to natural and existing drainage patterns; 

 Impacts on water quality; 

 Impacts on groundwater; 

 Impacts on flows in natural water courses; 

 Disturbances and pollution of agricultural soils. 

From a hydrological perspective the site was designed to avoid sensitive areas and the site 

chosen is thus sufficiently distant from any statutory or non-statutory protected sites to 

ensure that none are directly affected. It is located on arable farmland with clayey soils with 

limited risk of erosion.  

Further mitigation identified in the assessment includes the installation of appropriate 

drainage to avoid adverse effects on the existing drainage system and minor aquifer in terms 

of flow and water quality. Measures relating to drainage/hydrological conditions include:   

 Establishment of sustainable drainage systems, in the form of grass swales 

along the sides of the access tracks, to reduce the volume and sediment load 

of the runoff from the tracks and to improve its water quality; 

 Installation of culverts where the tracks will be crossing existing field drains; 

 Use of a ‘floating’ track construction for the track leading to wind turbine T4 

to prevent disruption of surface water and near surface flows in the 

surrounding agricultural fields;  

 Appropriate measures to prevent discharge of silt or other suspended solids 

from the site into any controlled water course; 
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 Adoption of proven ecologically sensitive construction methods adhering to 

Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPGs) set out by the Environment 

Agency to minimise the possibility of any adverse effects from construction; 

 Prevention of runoff from construction into the existing sewage system via a 

separate drain, passing through a sand filter, filter strip or other best practice 

control features. 

As a result of the design mitigation, avoiding the more important areas of hydrological and 

hydrogeological interest, and of the mitigation measures outlined above, there would be no 

significant residual effects of the proposed wind farm on the geological, hydrological, 

hydrogeological and hydroecological conditions, during any phase of the development. 

 

11. SOCIO_ECONOMIC ISSUES 

This section examines the contribution that the proposed King’s Street Wind Farm could 

make, both directly and indirectly, in terms of economic and social benefits. 

The development of the proposed wind farm would result in a number of socio-economic 

effects on the local economy, which would be largely beneficial. These include: 

 Clean and renewable electricity generated at the local distribution level 

 Enhanced agricultural diversification 

 A trust fund to enhance local environmental projects – amounting to £24,000 

per year 

 Potential local rates – It is the Government’s intention for the first six years of 

business rates to go directly to the local Council 

 Educational Benefits 

An independent study into renewable energy in the UK found that wind farms do not have 

an adverse impact upon local tourism.  The report assessed visitors to the Lake District 

National Park, and concluded that 87% of tourists approved of wind farms.   

 

12. AVIATION 

Where wind turbines are in line of sight of radars they have the potential to have limited 

adverse effect upon aviation.  In certain circumstances this can impact upon the provision of 

Air Traffic Control radar services by either military or civil air traffic service providers.   

The Civil Aviation Authority has confirmed that they have ‚no observations‛ with the 

proposed King’s Street Wind Farm. 

The Ministry of Defence has confirmed they have ‚no concerns‛ to the proposed King’s 

Street Wind Farm. 
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A report conducted by National Air Traffic Services (NATS) concluded that the turbines 

were in line of sight of Clee Hill radar, resulting in NATS stating they would be unlikely to 

object to the proposed development.  It is possible to have the ‘clutter’ blocked from the 

radar.  Any mitigation required would be agreed with the relevant bodies prior to any 

construction taking place.   

 

13. ELECTRO-MAGNETIC SIGNALS 

Microwave and other electromagnetic signals are transmitted throughout the country by a 

wide range of operators, including both statutory agencies and commercial companies.  

There is potential for interference to the transmission of these signals from any large 

structure, including wind turbines, which may be developed close to the signal path.  

No objections were raised by any of the EMI statutory agencies and relevant commercial 

companies. 

Analysis of the potential for television interference shows there are no potential impacts for 

homes in the area with no alternative service.  Some homes could be affected but simple 

aerial adjustment could resolve this.  In any event, an appropriate planning condition could 

be applied to protect residential amenity.   

 

 

 


